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Mapping Mumbai’s Memory: MMRDA Commissioner unveiled four 
Part Handbook Series. 

Heritage in Hand: A Four-Part Handbook Series Showcasing MMR’s 
Historic Sites 

Mumbai, July 21, 2025 — 

Under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Devendra Fadnavis, 
Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister Shri Eknath Shinde (Chairman, MMRDA), the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) has taken a significant step in 
making Mumbai’s layered history accessible to citizens, researchers, and tourists alike 
through the launch of a four-part Heritage Handbook Series, which was unveiled by Dr. 
Sanjay Mukherjee, IAS, Metropolitan Commissioner, MMRDA in the presence of all the 
authors of the books. 

This special release, coinciding with MMRDA’s Golden Jubilee Year, is supported by 
the MMR-Heritage Conservation Society (MMR-HCS) and published by The People 
Place Project. 

The newly launched handbooks include: 

1. A Walk Through Kalyan-Thane – by Het Shah and Shwetal Patil 

2. A Walk Through Vasai-Sopara-Virar – by Pascal Roque Lopes 

3. A Walk Through Mumbadevi-Dongri – by Manasi Chokshi and Esa Shaikh 

4. A Walk Through Mumbai Suburbs: Bandra and Coastal Trails – by Minaz Ansari 

Following the success of the first volume A Walk Through Mumbai Fort (2020), these 
new books offer immersive, research-based storytelling and vivid illustrations of 
historically rich but often overlooked precincts from the sacred shrines of Mumbadevi to 
the ancient trade routes of Vasai and Sopara. 

Each volume features curated lists of heritage sites, easy-to-read maps, walking trails, 
and in-depth contextual write-ups, making them a practical and insightful companion for 
heritage enthusiasts, students, and visitors alike. 

Enriching Public Memory Through Design & Documentation 



Thoughtfully illustrated and aesthetically designed, the handbooks bring cultural depth 
into the daily experience of city life. They act as both a visual journey and a practical 
guide, helping citizens reconnect with the history embedded in their surroundings 
bridging the gap between memory and modernity. 

From Forgotten Landmarks to Living History 

With Mumbai’s rapid industrial growth and urban expansion across 400+ sq. km. during 
the 20th century, many historically significant sites receded from public view. This 
handbook series conceived through early deliberations of the MMR Heritage Committee 
aims to revive awareness of these cultural assets and reshape public perception of the 
city’s shared legacy. 

This new handbook series follows the landmark publication “Multiplicity: Urban Cultures 
of the Mumbai Metropolitan Region” a richly detailed 397-page volume that mapped the 
cultural and architectural diversity across the MMR, from the historic neighbourhood's of 
South Mumbai to the evolving urban fabric of Vasai-Virar and Kalyan-Dombivli. That 
work set the stage for deeper exploration of the region’s heritage, which this new series 
now continues in a more accessible, on-the-ground format for walkers, students, and 
history lovers. 

Dr. Sanjay Mukherjee, Metropolitan Commissioner IAS MMRDA Said, 

“Our effort is to develop the Mumbai Metropolitan Region in a way that also 
brings its rich heritage into public view. Through these handbooks, we hope that 
the new generation can witness the legacy of MMR understanding where these 
historic sites are, what they once represented, and how the region has 
transformed over time.” 

These books will be available at your nearest bookstores. 

 

 



हेत शाह व Ìवेतल पाटील िलिखत  

पाÎकल रोक लोÃस 

मानसी चो¯सी व इसा शेख  

िमनाझ अÂसारी िलिखत “ 

२०२० मÁये Ģकािशत झालेÊया 'अ वॉक Ğू मंुबई फोट«' या पिहÊया खंडा´या यशानंतर, या नËया मािहतीपुȎÎतका 
Đंथमाले´या माÁयमातून अÆयासाधािरत सखोल लेखन व आकष«क िचĝांमधून ऐितहािसकǓÍǷा समृǉ पण 
काहीशा दलु«ि©त रािहलेÊया पिरसरांची मािहती िमळते. मुंबादेवी´या पिवĝ मंिदरांपासून ते वसई-सोपाÉया´या 
Ģाचीन Ëयापारी मागȝपयȊत´या ©ेĝांचा यात समावेश आहे. 

काळजीपूव«क िनवडलेली वारसा Îथळे, सहज समज½यासारखे नकाशे, पायी िफर½याचे माग« आिण सखोल 
संदभɕ¾मक मािहती देणारे लेख यांचा Ģ¾येक पुȎÎतकेत समावेश आहे. ¾यामुळे वारसा अÆयासक, िवǏाथȓ 
आिण पय«टक यां´यासाठी ही Đंथमाला उपयु̄ त आिण मािहतीपूण« माग«दश«क ठरते. 



२०Ëया शतकात मुंबईचा औǏोिगक िवकास आिण ४०० चौ. िकमीहून अिधक ©ेĝात शहराचा िवÎतार 
झपाǷाने वाढत गेला. ¾यासोबतच अनेक ऐितहािसकǓÍǷा मह¾¾वा´या जागा लोकां´या ǓÍटीआड गेÊया. 
एमएमआर हेिरटेज किमटी´या सुǗवाती´या चचȝमधून साकार झालेÊया या मािहतीपुȎÎतका Đंथमाले´या 
माÁयमातून या साÎंकृितक ठेËयांची जाणीव नËयाने जागृत कर½याचा आिण शहरा´या वारसाबाबतचा ǓÍटीकोन 
बदल½याचा Ģय¾न कर½यात येत आहे. 

ही नवीन हँडबुक मािलका 'मȎÊटȎÃलिसटी : अब«न कÊचस« ऑफ द मुंबई मेĘोपॉिलटन िरजन' या मह¾¾वपूण« 
खंडा´या पुढची पायरी आहे. साÎंकृितक आिण वाÎतूवैिवÁय मांडणाÉया या ३९७ पानां́ या या पुÎतकात दि©ण 
मंुबई´या ऐितहािसक वसाहतȒपासून ते वसई-िवरार आिण कÊयाण-डȗिबवली´या झपाǷाने बदलणाÉया 
शहरांची मािहती दे½यात आली आहे. या Đंथा´या िनिमǄाने मंुबई महानगर Ģदेशा´या साÎंकृितक वारशाचा 
सखोल अÆयास सǘु कर½यासाठी भ¯कम पाया घातला गेला आहे. आता तोच वारसा पुढे नेत पायी ĥमंती 
करणाÉयांना, िवǏा¿यȝना आिण इितहासĢेमȒना अिधक सुलभपणे आिण Ģ¾य© अनुभवता येईल अशा 
Îवǘपात ही नवी मािहतीपुȎÎतका Đंथमाला सादर केली आहे. 

एमएमआरडीएचे महानगर आयु̄ त, डॉ. संजय मुखजȓ (भा. Ģ. से.) Çहणाले, 

  





  

 



 

 



 

 



 


