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Mapping Mumbai’s Memory: MMRDA Commissioner unveiled four
Part Handbook Series.

Heritage in Hand: A Four-Part Handbook Series Showcasing MMR’s
Historic Sites

Mumbai, July 21, 2025 —

Under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Devendra Fadnavis,
Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister Shri Eknath Shinde (Chairman, MMRDA), the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) has taken a significant step in
making Mumbai’s layered history accessible to citizens, researchers, and tourists alike
through the launch of a four-part Heritage Handbook Series, which was unveiled by Dr.
Sanjay Mukherjee, IAS, Metropolitan Commissioner, MMRDA in the presence of all the
authors of the books.

This special release, coinciding with MMRDA'’s Golden Jubilee Year, is supported by
the MMR-Heritage Conservation Society (MMR-HCS) and published by The People
Place Project.

The newly launched handbooks include:

1. A Walk Through Kalyan-Thane — by Het Shah and Shwetal Patil

2. A Walk Through Vasai-Sopara-Virar — by Pascal Roque Lopes

3. A Walk Through Mumbadevi-Dongri — by Manasi Chokshi and Esa Shaikh

4. A Walk Through Mumbai Suburbs: Bandra and Coastal Trails — by Minaz Ansari

Following the success of the first volume A Walk Through Mumbai Fort (2020), these
new books offer immersive, research-based storytelling and vivid illustrations of
historically rich but often overlooked precincts from the sacred shrines of Mumbadevi to
the ancient trade routes of Vasai and Sopara.

Each volume features curated lists of heritage sites, easy-to-read maps, walking trails,
and in-depth contextual write-ups, making them a practical and insightful companion for
heritage enthusiasts, students, and visitors alike.

Enriching Public Memory Through Design & Documentation



Thoughtfully illustrated and aesthetically designed, the handbooks bring cultural depth
into the daily experience of city life. They act as both a visual journey and a practical
guide, helping citizens reconnect with the history embedded in their surroundings
bridging the gap between memory and modernity.

From Forgotten Landmarks to Living History

With Mumbai’s rapid industrial growth and urban expansion across 400+ sq. km. during
the 20th century, many historically significant sites receded from public view. This
handbook series conceived through early deliberations of the MMR Heritage Committee
aims to revive awareness of these cultural assets and reshape public perception of the
city’s shared legacy.

This new handbook series follows the landmark publication “Multiplicity: Urban Cultures
of the Mumbai Metropolitan Region” a richly detailed 397-page volume that mapped the
cultural and architectural diversity across the MMR, from the historic neighbourhood's of
South Mumbai to the evolving urban fabric of Vasai-Virar and Kalyan-Dombivli. That
work set the stage for deeper exploration of the region’s heritage, which this new series
now continues in a more accessible, on-the-ground format for walkers, students, and
history lovers.

Dr. Sanjay Mukherjee, Metropolitan Commissioner IAS MMRDA Said,

“Our effort is to develop the Mumbai Metropolitan Region in a way that also
brings its rich heritage into public view. Through these handbooks, we hope that
the new generation can witness the legacy of MMR understanding where these
historic sites are, what they once represented, and how the region has
transformed over time.”

These books will be available at your nearest bookstores.
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