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Deharji Dam Achieves Major Milestone with First Partial Water
Storage

Overflow Begins as Dam Reaches RL 90.00 m Level; 5% Storage
Capacity Attained

Mumbai, 26th June 2025 —

Under the dynamic leadership of Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Devendra Fadnavis and
Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister Shri Eknath Shinde, Chairman of MMRDA, and the
strategic guidance of Dr. Sanjay Mukherjee, IAS, Metropolitan Commissioner, the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA),which is financing the
Deharji dam being executed by Konkan Irrigation Development Corporation (KIDC), has
achieved a major milestone in the Deharji Project, a crucial regional water infrastructure
initiative in Palghar district.

On 22nd June 2025 at 3:30 PM, following sustained monsoonal rainfall in the
Vikramgad region, the Deharji Dam achieved partial water storage of 5.147 million cubic
meters (Mcum) — equivalent to 5% of its total designed capacity of 95.60 Mcum. The
reservoir water level rose to Reduced Level of 90.00 meters, resulting in an overflow
discharge of 109.14 Mcum/sec at the spillway, marking the first live impoundment at the
site and demonstrating both operational readiness and structural integrity of the dam.

The partial storage is created up to Reduced Level 90 m of dam, wherein water depth
achieved is about 23.64 m in reference to river bed level RL 66.36.

This milestone signifies the ongoing success of the project’s phased implementation
and reflects MMRDA’s commitment to water sustainability, equitable regional growth,
and climate-resilient infrastructure.

Project Overview

The Deharji Project is located on the Deharji River, a tributary of the Vaitarna River,
near Suksale village, Taluka Vikramgad, District Palghar. The project comprises an
earthen and masonry dam and is being executed by KIDC with financial support from
MMRDA.

Key Project Features:

e Total Storage Capacity: 95.60 Mcum

e Usable Storage: 93.22 Mcum (255 MLD)

e Main Dam: Length — 2450 m | Height — 71.60 m

e Spillway: Length — 61.75 m with 4 radial gates (each 12 m x 6.5 m)



Construction Progress & Technical Milestones (as of May 2025):

e Contractor: M/s PVR Projects Ltd. (Tender awarded on 27.07.2006)

e Excavation commenced: May 2022

e Dam concreting began: November 2022

e Overall physical progress: ~80% completed

» Forest clearance: Stage-Il approval by MoEF for 445.29 Ha (19.02.2016)
e All statutory permissions obtained

Land Acquisition & Rehabilitation:
* Private land acquisition: 238 Ha for submergence area is in progress

* Rehabilitation: 269 project-affected families from Khuled, Sakhre, and Jambe villages
being assisted through the Palghar District Collector’s office

Funding and Governance Framework:

« MMRDA Contribution till date: ¥1689.42 Cr

e 3364.82 Cr — Land acquisition & R&R

e Total Revised Administrative Approval: ¥2599.15 Cr

e Government Resolution: SUPRAMA-2025/(No.22/25) dated 25th February 2025
e Project Target Completion: End of 2027

Planned Water Allocation & Public Benefit:

Once commissioned, the Deharji Dam will provide 255 MLD of reliable water supply,
distributed as follows:

e 190 MLD - Vasai-Virar Municipal Corporation (VVMC)
e 50 MLD - CIDCO Palghar Region
e 15 MLD - Rural enroute villages

MMRDA is currently preparing a Detailed Project Report (DPR) for a comprehensive
bulk drinking water supply scheme, enabling equitable and sustainable water access
across urban and semi-rural parts of the region.

Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Devendra Fadnavis said:

"The Deharji Project is a testament to government’s unwavering commitment to
building a water secure and climate-resilient Maharashtra. This milestone reflects
the power of collaborative governance and long term planning that will directly
benefit the people of Palghar and surrounding regions."



Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister & MMRDA Chairman Shri Eknath Shinde stated:

"This milestone is not merely a technical success but a significant advancement
in our mission to strengthen Maharashtra’s long-term water infrastructure.
MMRDA'’s proactive approach, in coordination with state departments and
implementing agencies, is accelerating the delivery of critical projects like Deharji
that will ensure sustainable water supply for both urban and rural communities."

Dr. Sanjay Mukherjee, IAS, Metropolitan Commissioner, MMRDA commented:

"Achieving 5% live storage and overflow at Reduced Level 90.00 m marks a major
engineering and planning milestone in the Deharji Project. The partial storage has
been created up to RL 90.00 m, with a water depth of approximately 23.64 meters
from the river bed level, clearly demonstrating the dam’s structural readiness and
hydrological functionality. The project will not only meet the rising water
demands of Vasai-Virar and Palghar, but also stand as a benchmark for
sustainable and scalable water infrastructure development across the state.”
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