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Chapter 1

Mumbai Metropolitan Regional Plan, 2016-36

(Provisions for Zonal Master Plan of Matheran Eco-sensitive Zone)

1.1. Background

The Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) with the consent of Mumbai
Metropolitan Planning Committee (MMPC) has prepared the Regional Plan of Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), 2016-36. The Eco-sensitive Zone (ESZ) of Matheran and surrounding area as per the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change's (MoEFCC) Notification dated 04.02.2003 is a

part of Mumbai Metropolitan Region. Land Use and Development Control Regulations which are the

two most important components of the Plan for ESZ are a part of the Regional Plan for MMR, 2016-
36.

This report incorporates the extracted provisions from said Regional Plan related to, and provisions for
the said eco-sensitive zone as per the MoEFCC’s Notification dated 04.02.2003.

1.2.  Zonal Master Plan (ZMP) for MESZ

The Zonal Master Plan addresses the following:

1. Issues pertaining to restoration of the denuded areas, management of catchment areas, watershed
management, groundwater management, soil and moisture conservation, provision of fuel wood,
needs of the local community and such other aspects of the ecology /environment that need
attention.

2. Indicating areas of Hill slopes that need to be conserved.

3. Demarcation of all the existing Gaothans, Gaothan expansion areas, forests, green areas,
horticultural areas, agricultural areas, orchards, tribal areas including tribal hamlets, natural springs,
natural heritage sites, historic Neral-Matheran railway line and other environmentally and
ecologically sensitive areas.

4. Indicating measures and laying down stipulations for regulating traffic, especially the through-trattic
in the eco-sensitive zone.

1.3. Area and Boundary of the Notified Zone

Table 1: Taluka-wise Details of villages and Gaothans within the The eco-sensitive zone partly covers
_MESZ, as per census 2011. -~ Panvel, Khalapur and Karjat Talukas in
:l: Taluka l::lr:;’ber ofvlllages;:r::ea:;d Raigad District and part of Ambernath
1 — Raigad District 3 4 Taluka in Thane District (refer Map
T [ Karjat 0 17 No. 3). The area of the notified zone is
i | Khalapur 0 17 214.73 sq km; however considering
i I Fanvel | 3 6 ' the 200 meter wide buffer zone along

7 | Thane District | — I 15 | the ESZ, the total area adds up to

| i Ambernath 0 15 251.56 sq. kms as clarified by the

| Total (1+2) 3 79 MoEFCC in its amended notification
Source: MoEFCC's Notification on MESZ dated 04.02.03, Census dated 16" January, 2004. The

2011. amendment clarifies that the ESZ .-~



includes the 200 meter wide buffer around it. As per the Notification, the MESZ comprises of 90
settlements, 87 villages partially and 3 villages entirely.

On account of changes in the administrative boundaries and merger of certain villages in census 2011,
the number of settlements in MESZ is now 85 (includes Matheran Hill Station Municipal Council area,
forest area of Ambernath and Kulgaon-Badlapur Municipal Councils, 3 entire villages and 79 part

villages ).

Following is the Taluka-wise list of villages merged as per census 2011
A. Karjat Taluka
i. Village Kalamboli is merged into village Damat.
ii. Village Shelu is merged into Village Shelu.
B. Panvel Talulka
. Villages Chorme is merged into village Nitalas.
ii. Villages Karambeli is merged into village Dundre.
C. Ambernath Taluka
. Villages Chikhloli, Jambbhivali, Katrap are included in Ambernath Municipal Council.
ii. Village Shirgaon is included in Kulgaon-Badlapur Municipal Council.

. Matheran Hill Station Municipal Council with a population of 4,393 persons (as per Census 2011) is the
single largest settlement in the notified area.

As per the GIS based revised base map of Mumbai Metropolitan Region, the notified Matheran Eco-
Sensitive Zone measures 248.51 sq. km. instead of 251.56 sq. km. (mentioned in the amended

notification dated 16.01.2004) including the 200 m wide buffer.



